THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

Orpheus purged them from their guilt. Then they
rode away again to the northward, past the Laconian
shore, and came all worn and tired by Sunium, and up
the long Euboean Strait, until they saw once more
Pelion, and Aphetai, and lolcos by the sea.

And they ran the ship ashore; but they had no
strength left to haul her up the beach; and they
crawled out on the pebbles, and sat down, and wept
till they could weep no more. For the houses and the
trees were all altered; and all the faces which they
saw were strange; and their joy was swallowed up in
sorrow, while they thought of their youth, and all
their labour, and die gallant comrades they had lost.

And the people crowded round, and asked them, .
"Who are you, that you sit weeping here?"

"We are the sons of your princes, who sailed out
many a year ago. We went to fetch the golden
fleece, and we have brought it, and grief therewith.
Give us news of our fathers and our mothers, if ariy
of them be left alive on earth.**

Then there was shouting, and laughing, and
weeping; and all the kings came to the shore, and
they led away the heroes to. their homes, and bewailed
the valiant dead.

Then Jason went up with Medeia to the palace of
his uncle Pelias. And when he came in Peliks sat
by the hearth, crippled and blind with age; while
opposite him sat ^Eson, Jason's father, crippled and
blind likewise; and the two old men's heads shook
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